[Molecular and cellular mechanisms of myocardial remodeling in heart failure].
The apoptosis of smooth muscle cells, the translocation, structural and functional impairments of remaining cardiomyocytes, ventricular dilatation, and the altered extracellular matrix underlie myocardial remodeling in chronic heart failure (CHF). Among the above factors, apoptosis, which is a membrane-dependent process of programmed cell death, and cytokine derangement are of primary importance. To recognize the cytokine concept of the pathogenesis of CHF permits the clinical application of cytokine synthesis inhibitors and their functional activity.